
Elections in New York on 14 June 2018

French candidate to the  
Human Rights Committee 

— 2019 › 2022

Prof. HÉLÈNE 
TiGROUDJA



— 
CURRENT POSiTiONS
› Senior Hauser Global Fellow –  
New York University (Center for Human 
Rights and Global Justice).

› Professor of international public law – 
Aix-Marseille University.

› Director of the Master in International 
Public Law at the Aix-en-Provence Law 
School and the Summer School on 
human rights practices.

› Expert in reparations for the Registry 
of the International Criminal Court.

— 
ACADEMiC & SCiENTiFiC  
EXPERiENCE 
Professor at the French National School 
of Public Administration (ENA), at 
Sciences Po Paris, at the International 
Institute of Human Rights in Strasbourg, 
at the Universities of Geneva, Caen, 
Lille, Abomey-Calavi, etc.

› Numerous publications on international 
human rights law, international public 
law, international humanitarian law, inter-
national criminal law and international 
terrorism law.

› Agrégation in public law (2004);  
PhD in international public law at  
Lille 2 University (2001) on “The Status 
of Victims in International Human Rights 
Law”.

— 
iNTERNATiONAL  
COOPERATiON  
& FiELD MiSSiONS
› Since 2002, numerous field missions for 
the Council of Europe (Albania, Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Moldova, Ukraine), European Union 
 (Serbia, Tunisia, Uzbekistan), United 

Nations, Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights, French Ministry for Europe and 
Foreign Affairs, Jordanian Institute of 
Public Administration, etc.

› Regular invitations to give classes, 
training and seminars in universities 
abroad (Argentina, Belgium, Benin, Haiti, 
Morocco, Russia, United States, etc.).

› Appointed by the Academy of Inter-
national Law in 2014 to co-supervise 
international research on women’s rights 
and the elimination of discrimination; 
elected in 2017 to the International Law 
Association Committee on International 
Human Rights; member of the editorial 
board of the African Yearbook of Inter-
national Law.

— 
LANGUAGES
Proficiency of the three working  
languages of the Human Rights  
Committee: English / French / Spanish.

— 
RECENT PUBLiCATiONS
“Women’s Rights and Elimination  
of Discrimination”, United Nations 
Audiovisual Library of International Law, 
March 2018;

“Reparation of Human Rights Violations:  
a Comparative Approach”, United Na-
tions Audiovisual Library of International 
Law, February 2018;

“Chronicle of United Nations Treaty-
based Bodies (2013-2016)”; AFDI 2016;

Traité de droit international des droits 
de l’homme (Treatise of International 
Human Rights Law), Paris, Pédone, 2016.



— 
A RESPECTED LEGAL EXPERT & PRACTiTiONER
The candidacy of Hélène Tigroudja, professor of international law, is founded 
on renowned legal expertise in international human rights law combined 
with solid field experience gained during many missions conducted in Africa, 
North America, Latin America and the Middle East. As such, Ms Tigroudja 
has gained and demonstrated an ability to conduct constructive dialogue 
with the various stakeholders (government, justice system, academic world 
and NGOs).

— 
A SPECiALiST iN CiViL & POLiTiCAL RiGHTS
Hélène Tigroudja has theoretical and practical knowledge of issues relating 
to civil and political rights (reparation of violations, protection of rights in 
emergency situations and armed conflicts, taking into account human rights 
in the fight against terrorism, rights of vulnerable persons or members of 
minorities, etc.) and their implementation in various world regions.

— 
iN-DEPTH KNOWLEDGE OF iNTERNATiONAL HUMAN 
RiGHTS MECHANiSMS
Hélène Tigroudja is the author of many articles and books, including the  
“Traité de droit international des droits de l’homme” (Treatise of International 
Human Rights Law) built on an in-depth comparative analysis of UN and  
regional mechanisms (Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Council  
of Europe, League of Arab States, Organization of American States, African 
Union, European Union) for the protection of fundamental rights.

CONTACTS

GENEVA 
Hélène Petit, 
Human Rights Adviser
helene.petit@diplomatie.gouv.fr

PARiS 
Adelin Royer, Desk Officer
adelin.royer@diplomatie.gouv.fr

NEW YORK 
Élise Servat, Election Officer

elise.servat@diplomatie.gouv.fr

bit.ly/helenetigroudja2018-eng

HÉLÈNE 
TiGROUDJA

Professor of public law 
Born on 19 July 1975 in Lille (France)

https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/french-foreign-policy/human-rights/france-and-the-institutions/article/election-of-helene-tigroudja-to-the-un-human-rights-committee-233450
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.The progress made since the adoption of the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights in Paris on 10 December 1948 is consi-
derable. The United Nations and regional organizations have, 
together with their Member States, developed an arsenal of 
human rights instruments that constitute one of the international 
community’s greatest achievements. The International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights adopted in 1966, and its protection 
body, the Human Rights Committee, have a key position in this 
arsenal.

However, the challenges faced in seeking to achieve full and to-
tal effectiveness and universality of human rights are formidable. 
I hope to contribute to addressing these challenges in proposing 
my candidacy to the Human Rights Committee, with France’s 
support. My candidacy is consistent with my commitment to 
the universal protection and promotion of human rights and is 
founded on several aspects.

Firstly, my legal expertise, gained through years of training, tea-
ching and research in various leading academic institutions and 
in a multicultural environment in Europe, Africa, North and Latin 
America, and the Middle East.

Secondly, my methods. I draw on comprehensive and compara-
tive analysis of human rights issues. Taking the universality of hu-
man rights seriously does not mean adhering to unquestionable 
and absolute values, but rather being able to study each issue in 
a spirit of openness and cultural diversity, drawing on regional 
and local particularities while preserving the universal principles 
of international human rights law.

Thirdly, my pragmatic approach to human rights. Determining 
and clarifying the meaning of a norm that sets out a right has to 
be the outcome of contradictory, inclusive or diplomatic discus-
sion. I believe more in the power of persuasion and argument 
rather than sanctioning. I am convinced that my expertise and 
commitment would be useful to the work of the Committee 
and, if elected, I will fulfil my mandate in a rigorous and inde-
pendent way.

— HÉLÈNE 
TiGROUDJA


